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          ANSWERS: In Jesus Steps Unit 3: Christian Leadership, Lesson 13: The Faith of a Leader





ANSWERS: Unit 3: Christian Leadership

How to positively influence the attitudes and actions of others for Jesus Christ.

 Lesson 13
The Faith of a Leader

Day One 
God is Faithful

Read Hebrews 11:6 and answer questions 1–2:

And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him. Hebrews 11:6 

1. Can you please God without faith? Yes No (Underline One)

2. Who does God reward?

He rewards those who earnestly seek him.

Read Psalm 33:4 and answer questions 3–6:

For the word of the LORD is right and true; he is faithful in all he does. Psalm 33:4

3. Is God faithful in all He does? Yes No (Underline One)

4.  How has God been faithful in our world?

Various answers: Keeps all His promises from His Word, the Bible. Sent His Son to save humanity from our sins. God has not destroyed the world. Keeps the world running i.e., solar system etc. Answers prayer. Protects and provides. Unconditional love.

5.  How has God been faithful in your life?

Personal answer but may include some answers from question 4.

6.  How does God’s faithfulness help you to trust Him?

Personal Answer


7. Read Psalm 84:12. Why are people blessed when they trust in the Lord (Romans 8:28)?  

LORD Almighty, blessed is the one who trusts in you. Psalm 84:12

All gifts come from the Lord; He is the source of all blessings. When we trust in God we are in a state of well-being no matter our circumstances. We are blessed by having a personal, faithful, and loving relationship with God.

8.  Read Psalm 145:13 below and answer the following statement, true or false: The Lord is trustworthy in all He promises and faithful in all he does. True False (Underline One)

Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and your dominion endures through all generations. The LORD is trustworthy in all he promises and faithful in all he does. Psalm 145:13

Read Joshua 21:45 in the NIV and NKJ versions and answer question 9:

Not one of all the LORD’s good promises to the house of Israel failed; every one was fulfilled. 
Joshua 21:45 NIV

Not a word failed of any good thing which the LORD had spoken to the house of Israel. All came to pass. Joshua 21:45 NKJ

9. Why can you place your faith and trust in God?

Because God keeps His promises and His word.  All happen or come to pass.

God and His word cannot be separated. God’s words are part of His character. All that God says through His word is true and will be fulfilled. He was true to Israel, and He is true to everyone.

Action Step: Read Psalm 89:1–2, review the definition of faithful, and complete number 10: 

I will sing of the LORD’s great love forever; with my mouth I will make your faithfulness known through all generations. 2 I will declare that your love stands firm forever, that you have established your faithfulness in heaven itself. Psalm 89:1–2

10. Consider all the ways God has been faithful to you. With the Holy Spirit’s help, make God’s faithfulness known in some way. How did you make God’s faithfulness known? 

Personal Answer

—End Day One—




Day Two
Trust the Promises of God

11. Read Genesis 3:15. What is the overarching and unifying promise of the Bible? 

“And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.” Genesis 3:15 (God is speaking to Satan, the serpent, in the Garden of Eden. Through Eve’s descendant, Satan will be defeated.)  

From Genesis through Revelation, the promise of the Messiah, the Christ, brings together the whole of Scripture.  

Read Romans 10:9–10 and answer questions 12–13:

If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess your faith and are saved.” Romans 10:9–10 

12. What is the condition for being saved from God’s wrath and eternal punishment?

The condition for salvation rests in a person’s outward and inward response to Christ as Savior and Master. It is not a onetime response but a lifetime commitment of faith.  

13. How are you meeting the qualifications of this promise of salvation?

Personal answer but should be trusting Jesus daily.

14.  Read God’s promise to Abraham in Genesis 12:2–3.  List the seven parts of this promise:

1."I will make you into a great nation and 2. I will bless you; 3. I will make your name great, and 4. you will be a blessing. 3 5. I will bless those who bless you, and 6. whoever curses you I will curse; and 7. all peoples on earth will be blessed through you."  Genesis 12:2–3

(1. I will make you into a great nation 

(2. I will bless you 

(3. I will make your name great

(4. you will be a blessing 

(5. I will bless those who bless you

(6. whoever curses you I will curse

(7. all peoples on earth will be blessed through you

Read Galatians 3:6–9 and answer questions 15–19:
	
So also Abraham “believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.”  7 Understand, then, that those who have faith are children of Abraham. 8 Scripture foresaw that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, and announced the gospel in advance to Abraham: “All nations will be blessed through you.” 9 So those who rely on faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith. Galatians 3:6–9 (See Romans 4:13–25)

15. What happened when Abraham believed God (v. 6)?

It was credited to him as righteousness.

16. Are you a child (descendent) of Abraham (v. 7)?  Yes No (Underline One)

Personal answer but a believer’s answer should be yes.

17.  If you are a child of Abraham, how did you become his descendant (vv. 7–8)? 

By trusting and following Jesus.

18. What is the value of knowing that you are a child or an offspring of Abraham (vv. 8–9)?

We are children of the promise i.e., we are partakers of God’s promises to Abraham.

Abraham is also our spiritual father, and we can rightfully trust the promises that are meant for Abraham’s children. In other words, we are in the family of God and are blessed. In Christ, we have the ability to bless the people of the earth by carrying forth the truth of the gospel.

19. If you answered that you are not a child of Abraham in #16, explain your answer:

Personal Answer 

—End Day Two—










Day Three
Faith is Progressive

Read 2 Thessalonians 1:3 and answer questions 20–21:

We ought always to thank God for you, brothers and sisters, and rightly so, because your faith is growing more and more, and the love all of you have for one another is increasing. 
2 Thessalonians 1:3

20. Why was apostle Paul thanking God for the brothers and sisters at Thessalonica?

Their faith is growing and the love they have for one another is increasing. 

21. Give an example of how your faith is growing more and more?

Personal Answer

22.  Read 2 Thessalonians 1:4. Believers’ faith was growing under what conditions?

Therefore, among God's churches we boast about your perseverance and faith in all the persecutions and trials you are enduring. 2 Thessalonians 1:4

Persecutions and trials

Read Hebrews 11:6 and answer questions 23–24:

And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him. Hebrews 11:6

23. And without __ faith ___ it is ___ impossible ____to please__ God __ (v. 6a).

24. Who does God reward (v. 6b)?

Those who believe He exists and earnestly seek Him.

Read Luke 22:32 and answer questions 25–26:

“But I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned back, strengthen your brothers.”  Luke 22:32

25. Why did Jesus pray for Simon Peter? 

So that his faith would not fail.


26.  After Peter turned back, what was he supposed to do? 

Strengthen his brothers.

27. Action Step: Meditate on and memorize Hebrews 12:2.

. . . fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. Hebrews 12:2

—End Day Three—













Day Four
Attitudes Affect Faith

28. What assurance do you have that your faith will progress or go forward in the right way?
Scripture (Hebrews 12:2 ) tells us that Jesus is the author and perfecter (he makes our faith perfect).  Jesus is our assurance.

Read Acts 15:8–9 and answer questions 29–30:

God, who knows the heart, showed that he accepted them by giving the Holy Spirit to them, just as he did to us. 9He did not discriminate between us and them, for he purified their hearts by faith. Acts 15:8–9 (Peter is stating that God made no distinction between Jew and Gentile.)

29. How does God, who knows the heart, show His acceptance (v. 8)?

By giving His Holy Spirit.

30. How does God purify hearts (v. 9)?
By faith in Jesus Christ.
31.  Read Ephesians 6:16. What do you take up when Satan, the evil one, begins his attack or 
character assassination on you? 

Shield of faith

In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. Ephesians 6:16

Read Psalm 139:13–14 and answer questions 32–35:

For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother's womb. 14I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well
Psalm 139:13–14

32. Who created your inmost (deepest) being (13a)? 

God

33. Who knit you together in your mother’s womb (13b)?

God

34. How are you made (v. 14a)

Fearfully and wonderfully

35. How is everyone made (vv. 13–14)?

Fearfully and wonderfully; God created them in their inmost being and knit them together in their mothers’ womb.

36. Read Genesis 1:27. We are created to be like God, resembling Him in certain ways. How does this affect the way that you think about yourself? 

So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them.  Genesis 1:27

Personal answer but should make all people feel positive about themselves.







Action Step

37. Read Luke 6:27–28 and James 3:9. Practice blessing others this week, and not cursing.  Share the difficulties or joys in this assignment and what God reveals to you:  

“But to you who are listening I say: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you.” Luke 6:27–28

With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse human beings, who have been made in God's likeness. James 3:9

Personal Answer

Read 2 Corinthians 5:20 and answer questions 38–41:

We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God. 2 Corinthians 5:20

38. Who, as ambassadors, do we represent (20a)?
 
Jesus Christ; God

39. What is the message believers plead on Christ’s behalf (20b)?

Be reconciled to God.

40. How does it help your faith attitude knowing you are an ambassador on earth representing God’s kingdom?

Personal answer, but it should help us to have a stronger faith and take our job as ambassador seriously.

Action Step

41. Practice being Christ Jesus’ ambassador and having His attitude for two days. If you are unsure of His attitude, read Philippians 2:5–7. As you go through your days, consider: What would Christ think? How did your attitude change or improve during the two days?

Personal Answer

—End Day Four—




Day Five
Strengthening your Faith

42. Can you describe a time when you really believed God for something, and it did not happen?

Personal Answer

43.  If you described an event in #42, how did this affect your faith and what did you learn?

Personal Answer 

44. Read Acts 15:39–40. What happened because of the disagreement between Barnabas and Paul?

They had such a sharp disagreement that they parted company. Barnabas took Mark and sailed for Cyprus, 40but Paul chose Silas and left, commended by the believers to the grace of the Lord. Acts 15:39–40

Barnabas took Mark and sailed for Cyprus, but Paul chose Silas and left. Paul and Barnabas went separate ways.

45. Read 2 Timothy 4:11. Since Mark turned out to be faithful, who do you think was more discerning of God’s will in this instance, Barnabas or Paul (Acts 15:39–40)?

Only Luke is with me. Get Mark and bring him with you, because he is helpful to me in my ministry.  2 Timothy 4:11 (Paul was in prison and writing years after Acts 15:39)

Barnabas

46. Read Acts 16:6–7 below. What faith lesson do you learn from these verses?

Paul and his companions traveled throughout the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been kept by the Holy Spirit from preaching the word in the province of Asia. 7When they came to the border of Mysia, they tried to enter Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus would not allow them to.
 Acts 16:6–7 (The Holy Spirit and the Spirit of Jesus are one and the same.)

Personal answer but here are a couple of thoughts from this lesson: If you misunderstand God, His Spirit will get you back on the right path. He works in unique and wondrous ways to keep us moving in the right direction. Paul acted on what he knew and what he believed to be God’s plan.  He acted in faith. He was not always correct, but God was always faithful.  





Action Step

47. What faith challenge are you experiencing right now?

Personal Answer

Read 1 Kings 19:3–4 and answer questions 48–50:

Elijah was afraid and ran for his life. When he came to Beersheba in Judah, he left his servant there, 4while he himself went a day's journey into the wilderness. He came to a broom bush, sat down under it and prayed that he might die. “I have had enough, LORD,” he said. “Take my life; I am no better than my ancestors.” 1 Kings 19:3–4

48. Was Elijah discouraged? Yes No (Underline One) 

49. Was Elijah depressed? Yes No (Underline One) 

50. Was Elijah trusting God? Yes No (Underline One)

Read 1 Kings 19:11–12 and answer questions 51–52:

The LORD said, “Go out and stand on the mountain in the presence of the LORD, for the LORD is about to pass by.” Then a great and powerful wind tore the mountains apart and shattered the rocks before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind. After the wind there was an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake. 12After the earthquake came a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire. And after the fire came a gentle whisper. 13 When Elijah heard it, he pulled his cloak over his face and went out and stood at the mouth of the cave. Then a voice said to him, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 1 Kings 19:11–12

51. Why did the Lord tell Elijah to go out and stand on the mountain (v. 11a)?  

Because the Lord was going to pass by. The Lord was going to strengthen Elijah with His presence. God showed Elijah that he must get his focus off his circumstances (Ahab and Jezebel; 1 Kings 19:1–18).  The right focus is God. God is greater than any problem, no matter how severe.   









52. Why do you think God showed Elijah wind, fire, and earthquake before His manifestation in a gentle whisper?

From lesson: Through the wind, earthquake, and fire God may have been revealing His spectacular power to overcome enemies, such as Jezebel, before meeting Elijah in the gentle whisper. Also, God may have been revealing to Elijah that He is not restricted to one method of expression—He can appear in many forms. In addition, wind, earthquake, and fire can be signs of God’s judgment. The Lord may be communicating that He is not yet ready to judge Israel.

One or all three of the explanations of the wind, earthquake, and fire may be correct. There may even be other explanations. However, the reason for using 1 Kings 19:11–12 in this lesson is because a faithful, successful, and fruitful leader experienced classic burnout

53. Action Step  Memorize Jeremiah 17:7–8

“But blessed is the one who trusts in the LORD, whose confidence is in him 8They will be like a tree planted by the water that sends out its roots by the stream. It does not fear when heat comes; its leaves are always green. It has no worries in a year of drought and never fails to bear fruit.”
Jeremiah 17:7–8

54. How does Brother Yun’s story strengthen your faith?

Personal Answer

[bookmark: _Hlk85869540]—End Answers Day Five and Lesson 13—


Next—Lesson 14: Knowing God’s Will, Unit 3: Christian Leadership
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